
Third Sunday of Lent, 7 March 2021: A Sorrowful Journey 

All Saints’, Newtown Linford 
 

Preparation 

 

God, 

you rejoice with those who rejoice; 

you mourn with those who mourn, 

and you call us to do the same. 

Help us to come to you today 

with honesty and openness, 

sharing our sorrows 

and knowing your comfort. 

Amen.  

 

Hymn: Praise to the Holiest in the heights 

 

Confession 

 

The sun of righteousness has dawned with healing in his wings. 

Let us come to the light of Christ, 

confessing our sins in penitence and faith. cf Malachi 4.2 

 

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit: 

forgive us when we drift away from you 

and our faith becomes weak and lifeless. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart: 

forgive us when we are hard-hearted towards you, ourselves, and one another. 

Forgive us when we do not strive to live in peace. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided: 

help us to be your holy people, a witness to your unity and love. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May the God of love and power 

forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  



The Word of God 

 

Psalm 13 

1 How long will you forget me, O Lord; for ever?   

 How long will you hide your face from me? 

2 How long shall I have anguish in my soul 

 and grief in my heart, day after day?   

 How long shall my enemy triumph over me? 

3 Look upon me and answer, O Lord my God; 

 lighten my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 

4 Lest my enemy say, ‘I have prevailed against him,’   

 and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 

5 But I put my trust in your steadfast love;   

 my heart will rejoice in your salvation. 

6 I will sing to the Lord,   

 for he has dealt so bountifully with me. 

 Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit 

as it was in the beginning is now 

 and shall before ever. 

 Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading: John 11.20-29, 32-36 
20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at 

home. 21 ‘Lord,’ Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.’ 
23 Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 
24 Martha answered, ‘I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.’ 
25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 

even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?’ 
27 ‘Yes, Lord,’ she replied, ‘I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to 

come into the world.’ 
28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. ‘The Teacher is 

here,’ she said, ‘and is asking for you.’ 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went 

to him. 32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and 

said, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he 

was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 ‘Where have you laid him?’ he asked. 

‘Come and see, Lord,’ they replied. 
35 Jesus wept. 
36 Then the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  



Address 

 

Hymn: How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 

 

Affirmation of faith 

 

Though he was divine, 

he did not cling to equality with God, 

but made himself nothing. 

Taking the form of a slave, 

he was born in human likeness. 

He humbled himself 

and was obedient to death, 

even the death of the cross. 

Therefore God has raised him on high, 

and given him the name above every name: 

that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, 

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. cf. Philippians 2.5-11 

 
  



Prayers  

 

Intercessions 

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

 

Our Father, 

who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day  

 

Eternal God, 

give us insight 

to discern your will for us, 

to give up what harms us, 

and to seek the perfection we are promised 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: Praise my soul, the King of heaven 

  



The Conclusion 

 

Thank you, gracious Father,  

for the space to be honest with you today.  

To you all hearts are open,  

from you no secrets are hidden,  

so may we continue to talk openly with you  

as we end this time of worship.  

Make us a people who listen to others,  

sharing their sorrows and spreading your comfort.  

In the power of your Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

God, 

who from the death of sin raised you to new life in Christ, 

keep you from falling and set you in the presence of his glory; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

The Grace 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. 

Amen. 
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